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October 18, 2026 

The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Officiant Let us pray.  

Officiant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

PRELUDE MUSIC & WELCOME 
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Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your 
glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that 
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS & PSALM  

A reading from the book Exodus (33:12-23) 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this 
people’; but you have not let me know whom you will send with 
me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also 
found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, 
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in 
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” He said, 
“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he 
said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from 
here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we 
shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face 
of the earth.” 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have 
asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 
name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I 
will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 
before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 
But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me 
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and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I 
will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Please pray Psalm 99 responsively by half-verse. 
1 The Lord is King; let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
2 The Lord is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down 
before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those 
who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 
8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their 
evil deeds. 
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9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him 
upon his holy hill; * 
for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL MATTHEW (22:15-22) 

Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according 
to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 
So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to 
the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head 
is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then 
he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 CANDLE LIGHTING AND SILENT PRAYER 
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You are invited to light a candle and observe a period of silent 
personal prayer time. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Officiant Lord, you call us to give to you those things that belong 
to you. Give us such an awareness of your presence that we 
might respond with generosity to the needs of those who call 
upon you. Hear us as we pray, Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

Reader We pray for the people of God throughout the world, help 
us to find unity in mission and to recognize your wonderous 
diversity in our differences. Lead us ever deeper into relationship 
with you. We especially pray for Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah 
Mullally, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Megan, our Bishop, Megan, 
Mike, Rod, and Jesse, our clergy. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

We pray for the needs of our country, that elected officials and 
civil servants may work with integrity. We pray also for the 
neediest among us who need relief that only our common action 
can provide. Help us to find common purpose. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the needs of the world, especially for those who 
experience violence, disasters, oppression, and endemic poverty. 
Help us to respond to the needs we see with personal discipline 
and generous giving. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the places where we live, work, and learn. Bless our 
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communities and families with good health, and the resources to 
adequately meet all our needs. Make us grateful for what we 
have and passionate about the needs of our neighbors. We 
especially pray for Olivia, our interim head of school, for all the 
staff, teachers and students of St. Michael’s Episcopal Day School 
and Starr King TK-8. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who suffer from illness, anxiety, homelessness, 
guilt, shame, or apathy. Give strength and healing to all who are 
in need and give us compassion when we see the afflictions of 
others. Make us concerned for the welfare of all people. 
Especially we pray for Clara, Kyle, Denise, Mary, Rick, Larry, 
Diane, John, America, Ramiro, Fred, Ellen, Bill, Carol, Holly, Sara, 
Kathy, Dan, Jon, Sarah, Jennifer, Michael, Andrea, Chris, Mike 
and Hunter. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the departed, especially for those who have died 
needlessly and alone, for those who died too soon, and for those 
who died at the hands of others. Make us aware of the 
preciousness of life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reader For what else or whom else shall we pray? (A time of 
silence is kept.) Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Officiant   We pray these things in humility acknowledging that 
we often fail in the very things we ask of you. Give us courage 
and a willingness to change. Make us the instruments of your 
reign in this life and always. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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GENERAL CONFESSION 
Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will,  
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER *  

Officiant  In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your 
Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united with 
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you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love of our 
souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 

  *Julian of Norwich liturgy 

Officiant Together, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Life is short and we do not have too much time to gladden the 
hearts of those who travel the way with us, so be swift to love 
and make haste to be kind.  And may the Divine Mystery—who is 
beyond our ability to know—the one who made us, the one who 
loves us, and the one who travels the way with us, The Father, 
The Son, and The Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us in peace. 
Amen. 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
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People Thanks be to God.  

CONCLUDING REMARKS, DISCUSSION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
CHECK IN. 


