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September 13, 2026 

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Officiant Let us pray.  

Officiant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

PRELUDE MUSIC & WELCOME 
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Officiant  Let us pray.  

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, 
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS & PSALM  

A reading from the book of Exodus (14:19-31)  

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in 
front of them and took its place behind them. It came between 
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 
there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 
near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove 
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea 
into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into 
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the 
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from 
the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. 
As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into 
the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed 
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall 
for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great 
work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant 
Moses.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Please pray Psalm 114 responsively by half-verse.    

1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 
3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 
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5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL MATTHEW (18:21-35)  

Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according 
to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 
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you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then 
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
You are invited to light a candle and observe a period of silent 
personal prayer time. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Officiant Almighty Deliverer, you have heard and lifted up your 
people again and again; hear us now as we pray saying, Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Reader Grant your church wisdom in discerning your call to us 
that we might be the beacon of hope you have intended us to be. 
We especially pray for Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullally, 
Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Megan, our Bishop, Megan, Mike, 
Rod, and Jesse, our clergy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AND SILENT PRAYER 
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Give us courage and determination in our civic life, that we might 
be witness to the power of repentance, reconciliation, and justice 
to our neighbors. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Lead us into a way of life that is sustainable and equitable, that all 
might participate in the bounty of your creation. We especially 
pray for Olivia, our interim head of school, for all the staff, 
teachers and students of St. Michael’s Episcopal Day School and 
Starr King TK-8. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands to respond to the 
needs of those around us who suffer from the lack of basic needs; 
show us how to respond in love to the wants we encounter. Lord 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit, those who face illness, or who are wounded; mend what 
has broken in our lives. Especially we pray for Kyle, Denise, Mary, 
Rick, Larry, Diane, John, America, Ramiro, Fred, Ellen, Bill, Carol, 
Holly, Sara, Kathy, Dan, Jon, Sarah, Jennifer, Michael, Andrea, 
Chris, Mike and Hunter. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Embrace the dying in your grace, grant them and us new life in 
the kingdom to come. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Reader For what else or whom else shall we pray? (A time of 
silence is kept.) Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Officiant Sovereign Lord, grant us deeper understanding and love 
of you, that we might grow to the stature you intended for us and 
answer our prayers through Christ, our only Lord, who lives with 
you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and always. Amen. 
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GENERAL CONFESSION 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will,  
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER *  

Officiant  In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your 
Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united with 
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you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love of our 
souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 

  *Julian of Norwich liturgy 

Officiant Together, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Officiant  Life is short and we do not have too much time to 
gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us, so be 
swift to love and make haste to be kind.  And may the Divine 
Mystery—who is beyond our ability to know—the one who made 
us, the one who loves us, and the one who travels the way with 
us, The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us 
in peace. Amen. 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
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People Thanks be to God.  

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS, DISCUSSION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
CHECK IN. 


