Celebration of the Life of

Phyllis Kay Griffin
August 27, 1941 ~ March 17, 2026

May 9, 2026 at 11am
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
2140 Mission Avenue
Carmichael, California 95608

www.stmichaelscarmichael.org



PRELUDE Chanson (from Suite Antique) by Rutter Sharon Gulliford, flute

WELCOME
Please stand in body or spirit.

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,

even though she die.

And everyone who has life,

and has committed herself to me in faith,

shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;

and in my body I shall see God.

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in herself,

and none becomes her own master when she dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,

and if we die, we die in the Lord.

So, then, whether we live or die,

we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on

are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,

for they rest from their labors.

OPENING HYMN On Eagle’s Wings
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sun, and hold you in the palm of my hand.”

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister, Kay. We thank you for giving her to
us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless
compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone
before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with Kay’s family in their
grief. Surround them with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in
your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD Please be seated.
A reading from the book of Lamentations (3:22-26, 31-33) Courtney Griffin (Daughter in Law)

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

‘The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
‘therefore I will hope in him.’

The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
For the Lord will not
reject for ever.
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve anyone.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Together, let us pray Psalm 23 responsively by half verse Olivia Griffin (granddaughter)

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
He leads me beside still waters.
3 He restores my soul *
He guides me in right paths for his Name's sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; *
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
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6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

A reading from the first Letter of John (3:1-2) John Perovich (nephew)

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN The Hymnal 1982—#210 The Day of Resurrection
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Words: John of Damascus (8th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: Ellacombe, melody from Gesangbuch..der
Herzogl. Wirtembergischen katolischen Hofkapelle, 1784, alt.; adapt. Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1863; harm. William Henry

Monk (1823-1889); desc. Cyril Winn (1884-1973). Descant by permission of Oxford University Press.
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Please stand in body or spirit and face the Center Aisle where the Gospel will be proclaimed.
THE GOSPEL John 14:1-6

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, According to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are many
dwelling-places. If it were not so; would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.' Thomas said to him, 'Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?' Jesus said to him, 'l am the way, and the truth, and the life.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

HOMILY The Rev. Rodney Davis

REMEMBRANCES Connie Weichert
Leah Shephard
Tim Griffin

APOSTLES’ CREED Please stand in body or spirit.
Deacon In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE DEPARTED

Deacon For our sister Kay, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am
Life."

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Kay and dry the tears of
those who weep. Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. Hear us, Lord.
You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life. Hear us, Lord.
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the joys of heaven. Hear us, Lord.

Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give her fellowship with all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.

She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom. Hear
us, Lord.



Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister Kay; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our
hope.

Celebrant  Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our sister Kay, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in
Holy Baptism. Grant that her death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to
renew our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen.

THE PEACE AND OFFERTORY

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us with gladness present the offerings and gifts of our lives and labor to God.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Pie Jesu by Manolo (translation below) Paula Frink & Connie Weichert, soloists

Orationem exaudi meam: Hear my prayer:

Dona eis aetérnam réquiem Grant them eternal rest

Et lux perpétua luceat eis. And let perpetual light shine upon them.
O Sancti Sanctdeque, O Holy Men and Women,

Ora pro nobis Pray for us.

Pie Jesu, Merciful Jesus,

Qui tollis peccata mundi, Who takes away the sins of the world
Dona eis aetérnam réquiem Grant them eternal rest

Et lux perpétua luceat eis. And let perpetual light shine upon them.
O Sancti Sanctaeque, O Holy Men and Women,

Ora pro nobis Pray for us.

In Paradisum deducant vos angeli; May the angels lead you into paradise; may the mar-
Suscipiant vos martyres, tyrs receive you,

Cum gloria suscepit vos! With glory receive you!

Orationem exaudi nostrum: Hear our prayer:

Dona eis aetérnam réquiem Grant them eternal rest

Et lux perpétua luceat eis. And let perpetual light shine upon them.
O Sanct Sanctaeque, O Holy Men and Women,

ora pro nobis. pray for us.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharist Prayer A, BCP
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with
the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when
our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please kneel or stand in body or spirit



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND INVITATION

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

INVITATION TO COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All are welcome to receive communion. Communion is offered with gluten free bread that is free of the top 8 allergens. The Bread
and Wine is offered in 2 stations in front of the altar rail, and grape juice is offered at the back of the altar. Communion will be
taken by eating the bread and sipping from the cup. If you do not feel able to sip from the cup please allow it to pass by. We believe
that if you have received communion in one kind (bread only) you have received a full communion. Cross your arms over your chest
if you wish to receive a blessing in place of consuming. Baptism from any Christian tradition is anticipated for those regularly
receiving. Let an usher know if you need to receive at your pew. Ingredients are listed in the back of the bulletin.

Celebrant This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who want to know and love Christ, all
are invited to come and meet Jesus here. The Gifts of God for the people of God.

COMMUNION ANTHEM A Clare Benediction by Rutter



COMMUNION HYMN The Hymnal 1982—+#335 I Am the Bread of Life (Please join us.)
Please kneel or stand in body or spirit.

et
g IHJJ.TT Il. I N ]
{r~—t1 T I f 1N K T T [ \[ ] ™ N
A\NV | | i | Y Y | I I o = o o 1
Py) & o & & = = ®— 2 —® o
1 I am the bread of life; they who
2 (The) Bread that__ I will give____ is  my
_3 (Un-) less you eat of the
4 1 am the re - sur - rec - tion,
5 (Yes,) Lord, we be - lieve__ that_
nu t
o e NN | NN N
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] .—I_‘—d'—‘—‘l—‘—l
\.)U S— e —— : S — : —— o b —— A
1 come to me shall not hun - ger; they who be -
2  Flesh for the life of the world, and  they who
3  Flesh of the Son of. Man and_____
4 0000 am the life. They who be -
5 you____ are the Christ,____ the
A4t | A N )
J Q?Jiﬂ | N InY | | I | < I N L ]
e e e s
) ST [ R T ©
1 lieve in me shall not thirst. No one can come to
2 eat___  of this bread, they shall__ live for
3 drink of his Blood, you shall not have life with -
4 lieve in me, e - ven___ if they
5 Son. of God who has
nu | | |
\J #UT | | | | ] Iy N | 1 |
~t—= z ® { | N ) i } { | i
A\SV S - & [ [ ] [ ] [ J 1 P P
By SR S T — : ¢ —e
1 me un - less the Fa - ther draw them.
2 ev - er___ they  shall___ live for ev - er
3 in you. you shall not have life with - in you.
4 die,— they shall live for ev - er.
5 come__ in - to__ the world.
4 n 4 g ngram | | | | N | | |
\J ?JJ.'IT I | | | | | “y N N—T GJ
e e s
And I will raise them up, and I will raise them
12 ﬂu# i N N N T 0| J ] T -l d‘ i | ]
e == === —————=
g > 7 7 —r T
up, and I wil raise them up on the
~+ [ # 'H | | (k)
Y w7 | | I I | N Al Il | [ |
A\SVJ =Y A | O I~ A | Il | O 1 |
g P—+F — —F »
2 The
last day. 3 Un- day.
4
5 Yes,

The descant may be sung after stanzas 4 and 5.
Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927), adapt. of John 6. Copyright © 1971, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: I Am the Bread of Life,
Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928). Copyright © 1971, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant Together, let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink
of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly
banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy
with all your saints;

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE COMMENDATION
Please stand in body or spirit

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant Kay with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither
sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to
earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you
shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither
sighing, but life everlasting.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Kay. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,
a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in
light. Amen.

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Deacon Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

RECESSIONAL HYMN Peace in the Valley by Dorsey (/yrics below)

Well, I'm tired and so weary, Well, the bear will be gentle,

But I must go along, And the wolf will be tame,

'til the Lord comes and calls me away. And the lion will lay down with the lamb.

Well, the morning is bright, Well, the beast from the wild

And the Lamb is the Light, Shall be led by a child,

And the night is as fair as the day. And I'll be changed from the creature that I am.
There will be peace in the valley for me someday, There will be peace in the valley for me someday,
There will be peace in the valley for me, oh Lord I There will be peace in the valley for me, oh Lord I
pray; pray,

There'll be no sadness, no sorrow, no trouble I'll see,  There'll be no sadness, no sorrow, no trouble I'll see,
There will be peace in the valley for me. There will be peace in the valley for me.

POSTLUDE Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by Bach

Thank you for being with us to celebrate Kay's life. The family will join you in the Parish Hall. They are
having a few minutes together to say their final goodbyes.



Phyllis Kay Griffin
1941 ~ 2026

Kay Griffin, a pioneering civil engineer who shattered gender
barriers within the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) while remaining a steadfast pillar of her family and
church, passed away peacefully with family on March 17, 2026,
at the age of 84. Kay was a woman of many "firsts" who helped
shape the infrastructure of California over a distinguished 37-
year career.

Born on August 27, 1941, in Muskogee, Oklahoma, Kay was the
daughter of Charles Benjamin and Agnes Paden. Her family
moved to Ohio, eventually settling in Philadelphia. Her
childhood was defined by resilience; following her father's
diagnosis with colon cancer, she began working at age 14 to help
support the family. Despite these challenges, she excelled
academically, drawing inspiration from her father's advice:
"Always reach for the stars. You may not get there, but you'll go
further than if you didn't try."

Kay was a true pioneer in a field that, at the start of her journey,
frequently labeled job postings with "Males Only Apply". She graduated from the Drexel Institute of
Technology in 1964, a time when women comprised less than 0.5% of engineering graduates nationwide. On
April 1, 1965, she became the first woman at the California Division of Highways assigned to a field survey
crew, proving her technical skill and perseverance in a role many male colleagues initially viewed as an April
Fools' joke.

Her steady ascent to the highest civil service engineering management positions was marked by significant
responsibility. As Chief of the Division of Office Engineer, she managed a staff of over 150 and oversaw the
bidding and awarding of construction contracts totaling tens of billions of dollars over her tenure. Her
leadership was vital during the Northridge Earthquake, where her office fast-tracked emergency contracts to
restore the state's damaged arteries. She was later honored as the 1993 Engineer of the Year by Women
Construction Owners & Executives and received the 1992 Woman of the Year award from the Sacramento
Women's Transportation Seminar.

While her professional accolades were numerous, Kay's greatest pride was her family. In 1964, she married
Hugh Griffin, a fellow engineer who became her partner in all things for 61 years. Their shared journey took
them from Southern California to Redding and finally to Sacramento in 1976, where they raised their two
sons, Scott and Tim. Kay was a devoted wife and mom who balanced a high-powered career with the joys of
family life. She was deeply involved in her sons' lives, supporting their interests in theater and athletics at
Jesuit HS, Willamette University, and Harvard University. Later in life, she became a doting grandmother to
Olivia, Delancey, Bailey, and Zoe, cherishing the time spent with the next generation.

For over 50 years, Kay was a cornerstone of St. Michael's Episcopal Church in Carmichael. Her commitment
to her faith was expressed through decades of service as a Sunday school teacher, choir member, and Senior
Warden, where she supported the parish with a joyful, steadfast spirit. In 2012, Kay was diagnosed with
Parkinson's Disease. She met the diagnosis with trademark determination, becoming a staunch supporter of the
Parkinson's Association of Northern California (PANC). Kay was also a proud citizen of the Cherokee Nation
and was honored by Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. as a Cherokee Elder in 2024 for her achievements and
commitment to her heritage.

Kay is survived by her husband, Hugh; her sister, Pat (Michael and son John); her sons, Scott (Mary) and Tim
(Courtney); and four grandchildren. The family expresses their gratitude to Kay's dedicated medical team and
care providers. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Michael's or the Parkinson's Association of
Northern California.
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THE COMMITTAL (FAMILY)

Celebrant Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who believes
in me.

He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to our mortal bodies through his indwelling
Spirit.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures for evermore.

As the urn is placed in the niche, the Celebrant says these words:

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
Almighty God our sister Kay and we commit her body to its resting place, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust. The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be gracious to her, the
Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

At this time we offer prayers for Kay, either silently or aloud.

Celebrant Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
People And let light perpetual shine upon her.

Celebrant May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
THE DISMISSAL

Deacon Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

*Communion Bread ingredients: Gluten Free Flour (Rice Flour, Whole Grain Brown Rice Flour, Sorghum Flour, Tapioca Starch,
Potato Starch, Cellulose, Vitamin and Mineral Blend [calcium carbonate, niacinamide (vitamin B3), reduced iron, thiamin
hydrochloride (vitamin Bl), riboflavin (vitamin B2)], Xanthan Gum, Cellulose Gum.), Water, Avocado Oil, Honey, Baking Powder,
Salt.
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About this Service
In The Episcopal Church the liturgy for the dead is an Easter Liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the

resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. This service, therefore, is

characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor heights, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This joy, however, does not eliminate human grief.

The very love we have for each other brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at
the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord,
we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

.}.

The Paschal Candle
The paschal candle is decorated with the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, a cross, and sometimes
other symbols of the Resurrection. The candle is lit from new fire and carried into the darkened church during
the Great Vigil of Easter. It is lit throughout the Easter season, and at Baptisms and Burials to remind us of
"The light of Christ’ and His words, "I am Resurrection and I am Life."

T

Memorial Gifts
In thanksgiving for Kay’s life, donations can be made to
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church.

T

Flowers
The flowers for this service are given to the glory of God
in thanksgiving for Kay’s life.

T

Please join the family for a reception immediately following the service in the Parish & Johnstone Halls.

T

Ministers of the Service

The Rev. Katie Holeman, The Rev. Rodney Davis & The Rev. Mike Ferrito

Sue Corbin Altar Guild

Dianne Robbins Acolyte
Allison Flower-Arledge Flowers
Jackie Linn, Laura Quene & Kate Muris Eucharistic Ministers
Courtney Griffin, Olivia Griffin & John Perovich Readers
St. Michael’s Chancel Choir
John Cozza Music
Jay Bowdler, Rick Larkey, Dave Dobrenick & Dave Claugus Ushers
Marcie Larkey Reception Coordinator
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