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January 18th, 2026 

The Feast of Martin Luther King 
 

 
Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

PRELUDE MUSIC & WELCOME 
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Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your 
people out of slavery, and made them free at last: Grant that 
your church, following the example of your prophet Martin 
Luther King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and 
may strive to secure for all your children the blessed liberty of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A reading from the book of Exodus (3:7-12) 

The Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who 
are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their 
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come 
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up 
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The 
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how 
the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said 
to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this 
shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.” 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Please pray Psalm 77:11-20 responsively by half-verse. 
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 11 I will remember the works of the Lord, * 
and call to mind your wonders of old time. 
12 I will meditate on all your acts * 
and ponder your mighty deeds. 
13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 
who is so great a god as our God? 
14 You are the God who works wonders * 
and have declared your power among the peoples. 
15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, * 
the children of Jacob and Joseph. 
16 The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw you and trembled; * 
the very depths were shaken. 
17 The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; * 
your arrows flashed to and fro; 
18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your 
lightnings lit up the world; * 
the earth trembled and shook. 
19 Your way was in the sea, and your paths in the great waters, * 
yet your footsteps were not seen. 
20 You led your people like a flock * 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL LUKE (6:27-36)  

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to 
Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
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who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 
withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; 
and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and 
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
You are invited to light a candle and observe a period of silent 
personal prayer time. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Officiant God of strength and resoluteness, you have sought 
to make yourself known to us and to show us your loving care. 
Hear our collective hopes and prayers as we say, Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AND SILENT PRAYER 
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Reader Encourage the truth speakers and prophets of your 
church, that we might see the Christ in our midst. We 
especially pray for Archbishop of Canterbury elect Sarah 
Mullally, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Megan our Bishop, 
Megan, Katie, Mike, Rod, and Jesse, our clergy. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

Be with the leaders of our nation. Hold them accountable to 
their commitments to liberty, peace and unity. We pray 
especially for Christine, our head of school, for all the staff, 
teachers and students at St. Michael’s Day School and Starr 
King TK-8. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  For the 
message he proclaimed, the justice he fought for, and the 
motivation he inspired in each of us to free the oppressed in 
order that God’s kingdom can be found on earth.  Help us to 
be true to his dream.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

Grant us wisdom, strength, and perseverance to make difficult 
decisions for the welfare of creation. Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  

Heal those in pain, illness and who suffer in body, mind or 
spirit. Bring joy to the sorrowful, hope to the forlorn. Grant a 
path to your promise to all who have lost their way. Especially 
we pray for Dave, Marilu, Holly, Nancy, Sara, Dorothy, 
Kathy, Dawn, Jane, Jennine, Averey, Lynn, Debbie, Dan, 
Jon, Sarah, Jennifer, Michael, Andrea, Chris, Liz, Mike, Tina, 
Mary, Kay, Hunter, and Billie. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.  
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Guide us as we seek to become icons of Christ and builders of 
the kingdom of God in al the places our lives take us. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Bring peace to the dying and comfort those who grieve. We 
especially pray for the repose of the souls of Marguerite 
Clugston, Nina Soto, Sue Noack, Mari Reddell and Janice 
Nicholson. Grant us all a new life in your eternal presence 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For what else or whom else shall we pray? (A time of silence is 
kept.) Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Officiant Your Son lived and died as one of us that we might know 
the surest path to the life we were created for. Let the light of his 
love shine in our lives, dispelling all darkness and leading us ever 
forward into your glory. Amen.  

GENERAL CONFESSION  

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People  Gracious God,  
  we praise you for accepting us as your children   
  and making us heirs of eternal life.  
  In your mercy you have washed us from our sins  
  and made us clean in your sight.  
  Yet we still fail to love you as we should  
  and serve you as we ought.  
  Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace,  
  that we may continue to grow as members of Christ,  
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  who is our savior and redeemer. Amen.  

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER *  

Officiant  In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your 
Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 
you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love of our 
souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 

 *Julian of Norwich liturgy 

Officiant Together, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Officiant The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us, and 
remain with us always. Amen. 

Officiant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People Thanks be to God.  

CONCLUDING REMARKS, DISCUSSION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
CHECK IN. 


