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February 1st, 2026 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

PRELUDE MUSIC & WELCOME 
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Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in 
heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A reading from the book of Micah (6:1-8) 

Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
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Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Please pray Psalm 15 responsively by half-verse. 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; 
* 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the lord. 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL MATTHEW (5:1-12)  

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to 
Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, 
and taught them, saying: 

 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 CANDLE LIGHTING AND SILENT PRAYER 
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You are invited to light a candle and observe a period of silent 
personal prayer time. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Officiant God of blessings hear our prayers and act swiftly to 
answer them as we say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 Reader Embolden your church, that it may fearlessly accept its 
mission to bring light and love into the world without judgement. 
We especially pray for Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally, 
Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Megan our Bishop, Megan, Katie, 
Mike, Rod, and Jesse, our clergy. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.  

Keep the needs of the most vulnerable foremost in the minds and 
in the intentions of our elected leaders and public servants, that 
the dignity of all may be preserved and the welfare of our whole 
nation increased. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Help us to ground our choices in our concern for those most 
impacted by climate change and in the need to preserve the 
abundance of creation for future generations. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.   

Shower your blessing on this congregation that they might know 
and feel your presence in their lives and act in the confidence of 
your love for the good of all. We pray especially for Christine, our 
head of school, for all the staff, teachers and students at St. 
Michael’s Day School and Starr King TK-8. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
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Bring wholeness and peace to all who suffer in body, mind or 
spirit, free them from their afflictions and instill in them the hope 
of Christ. Especially we pray for Jim, Bill, Carol, Dave, Holly, Sara, 
Dorothy, Kathy, Dan, Jon, Sarah, Jennifer, Michael, Andrea, 
Chris, Liz, Mike, Tina, Mary, Kay, Hunter, and Billie. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

Welcome in your embrace all those who have died and so guide 
our lives that we may confidently look forward to our reunion 
with them and you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For what else or whom else shall we pray? (A time of silence is 
kept.) Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Officiant God of true wisdom who through Christ has given us the 
model of human life, so inspire us that we might live always in 
the joy of our salvation and greet with joy the day of your 
coming. Amen. 

GENERAL CONFESSION  

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People  Gracious God,  
  we praise you for accepting us as your children   
  and making us heirs of eternal life.  
  In your mercy you have washed us from our sins  
  and made us clean in your sight.  
  Yet we still fail to love you as we should  
  and serve you as we ought.  
  Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace,  
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  that we may continue to grow as members of Christ,  
  who is our savior and redeemer. Amen.  

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER *  

Officiant  In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your 
Church where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 
you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love of our 
souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 

 *Julian of Norwich liturgy 

Officiant Together, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Officiant The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us, and 
remain with us always. Amen. 

Officiant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People Thanks be to God.  

CONCLUDING REMARKS, DISCUSSION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
CHECK IN. 


